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asked what the National Socialists would do. The answer to both
questions was—nothing. Hitler went off to Berchtesgaden to
commune with nature and plot the destruction of his enemies; the
Reichswehr was not needed.
The last thing the National Socialists thought to do was to risk
action now; the rejection had been too decisive, and the party
taken completely by surprise read into the action of the govern-
ment far more than was in it. They felt that Hindenburg could
not have acted as he did without the connivance of and at the
instigation of the cabinet and that, therefore, the cabinet was so
absolutely sure of its ground that it did not fear any kind of
"putsch." It was as well for Germany that they did., for it was
very questionable if the cabinet would have been allowed to
resist if there had been a really serious rising with Hitler at its
head. But there was one hour and one hour alone for that, and
that was the hour after he left the President. Another hour and
it was too late. The realization that Hitler, after all, was, as
ministers had suspected, a constitutionalist, relieved the cabinet
of a burning anxiety but it was still in a difficult situation. The
whole scheme had gone awry and with one-half the nation saying
that Papen had tricked Hitler and the other half trying to prove
that Hitler had tricked Papen, the cabinet, now robbed of every-
thing but presidial support, began hunting for explanations. An
important section of the presidial party roundly blamed Papen
for a thoroughly bad handling of a problem that was by no means
difficult. The truth was that the hand which had wrecked the whole
plot was Hindenburg's, The chancellor had not dared reveal the
whole scheme to the old soldier who at bottom had no desire at
all to see Hitler in the government and had not had the urgent
reason therefor explained to him. Papen could not explain that
the presidial cabinet was really existing baseless in a void and unless
it turned itself frankly into a dictatorship representing at a
generous estimate three per cent of the nation it must at least
"fake" a parliamentary basis. To grasp that point was impossible
for Hindenburg, who had successively sacrificed Mueller and
Bruening because the wicked parliament was no longer fit to
govern.

